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A numerical and analytical investigation of the influence of spatial variation in reinforcement
density on the stress—strain state (SSS) and effective elastic characteristics of unidirectional fibrous composites is
presented. The importance of this work is due to the fact that in modern engineering applications (aerospace,
automotive, and shipbuilding), the reinforcement density often varies along one or several coordinates for
components of complex shape or variable thickness. This affects the stress—strain state and the accuracy of
analytical estimates based on classical averaged models. The objective of the paper is to formulate and analyze
relationships for the effective characteristics of an orthotropic layer with a variable reinforcement coefficient.
Based on the rule of mixtures (Voigt and Reuss estimates), refined relationships for the components of the stiffness
matrix of the orthotropic layer were derived. These relationships take into account the variable reinforcement
coefficient along the height of the cross-section, and a constant coefficient along the width. Verification and
comparison of the obtained relationships with simplified averaged formulas and 3D finite element method (FEM)
calculations performed in Ansys Workbench were carried out. For the FEM modeling, a representative volume of
trapezoidal shape (height 200 mm, bases 30 mm and 90 mm, thickness 30 mm) was considered in the tension problem
(one end fixed, the load of 40 kN applied at the other end). Materials: carbon fiber and matrix. Three models were
constructed: (1) with geometrically separated components, (2) equivalent orthotropic with refined stiffness matrix
components, (3) equivalent orthotropic with simplified formulas. It is shown that taking into account the variability
of reinforcement density in two directions reduces the error in determining displacements and moduli. The refined
formulas demonstrate a significant reduction in errors in the “quasi-homogeneous” interior region of the sample:
the average relative displacement error is about 2% for the refined formulas compared to 5% for the simplified
ones. At the ends of the sample, due to edge effects, the errors reach up to 30%. The limits for the correct
application of averaged relationships in tension problems were determined (for the given sample, the interval is
75—190 mm), and directions for extrapolation to bending were outlined. This requires a separate sensitivity
analysis with respect to shear characteristics.

fibrous composites, anisotropy, rule of mixtures, stiffness matrix, modulus of elasticity, finite
element method.
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1. INTRODUCTION

Modern engineering applications of fibrous composites (aerospace, automotive,
shipbuilding) rely on the ability to shape desirable mechanical properties by choosing
the reinforcement architecture and the element geometry. The key parameter is the fiber volume
fraction, or reinforcement coefficient, which determines the effective moduli, Poisson’s and
shear ratios. In practice, particularly for components of complex shape or variable thickness,
the reinforcement density varies along one or more coordinates, which affects the stress-strain
state and the accuracy of analytical estimates based on classical averaged models.

The objectives of this paper are: (i) to formulate and analyze relationships for the
effective characteristics of the orthotropic layer with variable reinforcement coefficient along
characteristic coordinate; (ii) to verify these relationships using 3D FEM model of
representative volume with variable cross-section; (ii1) to determine the limits of correctness of
the averaged formulas in the tension problem.
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1.1. Literature review and problem statement

The theory and engineering models of the effective elastic properties of unidirectional
composites traditionally rely on both macro- and microscopic approaches, ranging from classical
textbooks and monographs to applied developments for structures with variable stiffness [1-7, 9—
15]. Macroscopic approaches (the rule of mixtures and its modifications) provide simple closed
formulae for assuming homogeneous fiber distribution. Microscopic approaches
and numerical models make it possible to take into account geometry, fiber—matrix contact, and
local effects; however, they are sensitive to discretization and connection conditions.

In products with variable geometry (conical and spherical shells, panels of varying
thickness), the distance between fibers changes systematically, and consequently, the local
fraction of the reinforcing phase varies. This poses the problem of correct transitioning from
local constituents to the effective characteristics of the layer with reinforcement parameter
as a function of coordinate, and of estimating the errors associated with the application of
simplified averaged models.

2. METHODOLOGY AND MATHEMATICAL MODEL
2.1. Geometry, materials, and boundary conditions

The representative volume (sample) of trapezoidal shape: top base 30 mm, bottom
base 90 mm, height 200 mm, thickness 30 mm was considered. Reinforcement consists of
carbon fibers with square cross-section, 10 mm on each side.. Mechanical properties: for
fiber, modulus of elasticity is MPa, Poisson’s ratio v; for the matrix,

MPa FEM mesh is tetrahedra with characteristic size of 2 mm.
Boundary conditions: one end is fixed; uniformly distributed load of 40 kN is applied at the
free end. Along the fiber axis (height), the effective fiber fraction
varies; in the width direction, constant coefficient is assumed.

2.2. Averaged relations and reinforcement variability

For unidirectional layer with regular arrangement of fibers, ideal contact, and small
deformations, Hooke’s law in the plane stress state is expressed as

3

where the stiffness matrix of the orthotropic layer has the following form

The generalized rule of mixtures linearly interpolates the properties of the composite
according to the fiber volume fraction V. For the direction along the fibers (Voigt estimate)

for the direction across the fibers (Reuss estimate)
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and for the shear modulus in the plane of layer G;,(x;) the shear moduli for the individual
components (fiber and matrix) are determined the first. They are calculated using the general
formula for isotropic material, which relates the shear modulus to the elastic (Young’s) modulus
and Poisson’s ratio:

E

“=2a+m

Thus, using the properties of fiber (E VF) and matrix (Ev,,), we obtain:

Ep Ey

Gr=——F 1aGy, =—M
Foo20+vy) ™ T2 +vy)

The effective shear modulus of the composite G;,(x;), according to the inverse rule of
mixtures (Reuss estimate), is defined as:

1 _ V(x1) n 1- V(x1)
Gi2 (X1) Gr Gy

The effective Poisson’s ratios can be estimated as:
V12 (X1) =Vr V(x1) + vy [1- V(x1)],

E; (x4
Vo1 (1) = v1,(xy) %

In the presence of the variable reinforcement fraction along x; coordinate, a
separate consideration of reinforcement is introduced with two: 3(x;) — the variable
reinforcement coefficient along the height of the cross-section, and a constant coefficient i
along the width of the section. The equivalent parameter for averaging over the cross-
section is: V(x;) = ¥ 3 (xq).

Refined expressions for ¢qq,Cp2,C12,Ce6 as functions Ej, E,,vq,v,, V(x;)
are obtained by substituting the given relationships into the corresponding equations
for the strain characteristics, followed by the calculation of the stiffness coefficients [8].
For further comparison, simplified formulas are also used to calculate the
modulus of elasticity in the characteristic directions within the plane of the
cross-section:

(smpl) _ E\E,
Es ) = YE, +[1-y]E )
ES™0 () = By + E; [1— ), @)

which do not take into account the dependence 15 (x;), assuming that ¢ remains constant along
both axes in the plane of the cross-section.

Three calculation models were constructed:

1. The sample with geometrically separated composite components (fiber + matrix) and
variable cross-section;

2. The equivalent orthotropic model with constant cross-section and refined [C(x;)],
calculated discretely at five sections based on 3 (x;);
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3. The equivalent orthotropic model with constant cross-section, using the simplified
averaged formulas (1), (2).

For each setup, analysis of the displacement distribution along the sample axis was
carried out, and the relative errors of the results obtained from the simplified models 2
and 3 were evaluated with respect to the sample model with geometrically separated
composite components (model 1).

3. RESULTS
3.1. Effective moduli according to different approaches

Comparative estimates of the moduli (MPa) were obtained for the characteristic sections
of the sample. The table shows the example of the correspondence from five control coordinates
along the axis (40-200 mm) for two approaches: simplified and refined.

Table 1

Calculated elastic moduls results using different methods for determining elastic properties

Coordinate along the rod axis, mm | E3, (2)<3) E3, (1) E4, (2)-(3) E4, (1)
40 29517 27596 5228 4486
80 23474 22349 4894 4346
120 19745 19011 4703 4277
160 17214 16701 4579 4237
200 15385 15007 4493 4211

3.2. Displacement fields and errors

Figure 1 shows The calculation 3D model with the overall displacement is shown in
Fig. 1. The displacement graphs along the central axis (Fig. 2) demonstrate systematic
difference between the simplified and refined approaches compared to the designed model:

- At the ends of the rod, the relative errors reach approximately 30%.

- Inside the rod, the error does not exceed 20% for the refined formulas and 25% for
the simplified ones.

- The area with the error below 20% covers the part of the sample in the coordinate
range along the rod axis of 75-190 mm, corresponding to values 0,16 < 3 (x;) < 0,32.

- The average relative displacement error in this area is approximately 2% for the
refined formulas and 5% for the simplified ones.

02498 Max
022204
019429
016653
013878
011102
0083266
0055511
0027755

0 Min

000 30,00 60,00(rm)
]

I
15,00 45,00

Figure 1. Displacement along the axis for the sample with variable thickness
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Figure 2. Calculation results

3.3. Analysis of the results

The variation in reinforcement density causes fluctuations in local stiffness
and, accordingly, an uneven distribution of deformations. The simplified models
with constant 1 overestimate stiffness in areas with reduced fiber fraction and
underestimate it in areas with increased fraction, which accumulates into global
displacement deviations. The refined formulas that take into account ¥5(x;) combination
with constant 1, show a significant reduction in errors in the «quasi-homogeneous» internal
region of the sample.

The largest discrepancies (up to 30 %) are observed at the ends of the sample.. The
central part, where 3(x;). has intermediate values (=0.16...0.32), is characterized by
smaller deviations — no more than 20 % for the refined formulas and around 25 % for the
simplified ones.

In practice, this means that for elements of variable thickness or shells of variable
thickness, spatially varying effective properties should be used when constructing
orthotropic layers, and the discretization scale should be considered relative to the gradient
V3 (xq).

Extending the conclusions to bending requires a separate analysis due to the change in
the ratio of normal to shear strains, as well as the sensitivity to G;,(x;) and interlayer
interactions. As it is expected, the difference between the approaches will be greater in problems
where shear stresses and torsional components dominate.

4. CONCLUSIONS

- The consistent scheme for determining the effective elastic properties of
unidirectional layer with variable reinforcement coefficient along the characteristic coordinate,
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based on the rule of mixtures and the relationships between local stress—strain states has been
formulated. This approachmakes it possible to take into account structural inhomogeneity and
ensures the correct determination of macroscopic elastic moduli and Poisson’s ratios for
subsequent use in the analysis of multilayer composite elements.

- In Ansys Workbench, for the sample with variable cross-section, the refined relations
provide the average displacement error of about 2 % in the internal area, compared to 5 % for
the simplified formulas; at the ends, errors increase to approximately 30 % due to edge effects.

- Consideration of variations in reinforcement density in two directions (height and
width) systematically reduces discrepancies and improves the predictability of the stress-strain
state.

- The operating range of validity for the averaged formulas in the tensile problem
(lengths of 75—-190 mm for the considered sample) has been determined. For bending problems,
additional investigations, focusing on the role of G;, (x,), fiber-matrix contact interactions, and
interlayer stress transfer are required.
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HAINPYXXEHO-JE®OPMOBAHUM CTAH I IPYKHI BJACTUBOCTI
KOMIIO3UTIB 31 SMIHHOIO CTPYKTYPOIO APMYBAHHA

Cepriii [Iuckynos; Tumyp baxroBapmoes

Hayionanonuu mexuniunuu ynisepcumem Yxpainu « Kuiecvkuti nonimexuiynuu
incmumym imeni leopsa Cikopcvkoeoy, Kuis, Ykpaina

Pesrome. [looano uucenvne ma anamimuyne OOCHONCEHHs 6NAUGY NPOCHMOPOBOL 3MIHHOCTI WIIbHOCI
apmyeannsi Ha  Hanpyosiceno-Oegpopmosanuti  cman  (HIC) | egexmusni npysicHi  xapaxmepucmuxu
OOHOCHPAMOBAHUX BOJIOKHUCIUX KOMNO3UMIG. AKxmyanvHicms pobomu 3yMO6leHa Mum, Wo 6 CYYACHUX
[HJICeHEePHUX 3ACOCYBAHHAX (asia-, asmo-, CyOHOOYOy6aHHs) Ol eleMeHmié CKAAOHOL opmu 4u 3MIHHOL
MOBWUNHU WINLHICTNG APMYBAHHSL HACTO 3MIHIOEMbCSL 8300621C OOHIEL abo Kinbkox koopounam. Lle eniueae na
HJIC i mounicmo ananimuunux OYiHOK 3a KIACUYHUMU YCepeOHnenumu mooensimu. Memoro pobomu 6yn0
Gopmyniosanns ma ananiz cniegioHouleHb O/ eeKMUBHUX XapaKmepUcmux OpmomponHo20 wapy 3a 3MiHH020
koegiyienma apmysanns. Ha ocnoei npaeuna cymiwetl (oyinox @oiiema ma Poiica) cghpopmosano ymouneni
cnigsioHoOuenHs! 071 KOMNOHEHN MAmpUuyi HCOPCMKOCmi opmomponHozo wapy. L{i cnisgionowients 6paxosyioms
SMIHHULL KOe@IiyieHm apMy8aHHs No 6ucomi ma Cmaluil no wupuni nonepeunoz2o nepepizy. Ilposedeno
sepughixayito ma NOPIGHAHHS OMPUMAHUX CHIGEIOHOWIEHb 3i CHPOWEHUMU YCepeOHeHUMU opmyramu ma
3D-pospaxynkom memodom ckinuennux enemenmie (MCE) 6 Ansys Workbench. /[nn MCE-moodenosanms
PO3SIHYMO NPpedCmasHuybKul 06’ em mpaneyenodionoi gopmu (sucoma 200 mm, ocnosu 30 i 90 mm, moswuna
30 mm) y 3a0ayi posmsey (3amuchenns 00H020 Kinys, Haeanmaoicenns 40 kH na inwomy). Mamepianu: gyeneyese
6010kHO ma mampuys. Ilo6yoosano mpu mooeni: (1) 3 ceomempuuno poszoinenumu KoMmMnoHeHmamu, (2)
€KBIBANICHMHA OPMOMPONHA 3 VMOYHEHUMU KOMHOHEHmMamMu mampuyi odicopcmrocmi, (3) exsiganeHmHa
opmomponna 3i cnpowjenumu gopmyaamu. Ilokazano, wo paxyeants 3MIHHOCI WITbHOCMI APMYBAHHSL Y 080X
HANPSIMKAX 3MEHULYE NOXUOKY BUSHAYEHHS nepemitgerb | MoOyie. Ymouneni (hopmynu 0eMOHCIMPYIONb CYIMMeEse
3MEHWEHHsT NOXUDOK Y «K8A3I00HOPIOHIY GHympiwHill 0b6nacmi 3paska: ycepeOHeHa GIOHOCHA NOXUOKA
nepemiujerv mym cmanosums 61usbko 2% 0 ymounenux gopmyn npomu 5% ons cnpowjenux. Ha kinysix 3pasxa,
uepes Kpaiiosi egpexmu, noxubku caeaiomv 30%. Busnaueno mexnci KOPeKmMHO20 3ACMOCYBAHHA YcepeOHeHUX
cniggionHouens y 3a0avax posmsey (0ns 0ano2o 3paszka — inmepsean 75—190 mm) ma oxpecieno Hanpsimu
eKCMpanonayii Ha 32uH, Wo 8UMA2ae OKPeMo20 aHAai3y Yymaueocmi 00 XapaKmepucmuk 3cysy.

Kntouosi cnosa: onoxnucmi KomMnosumu, amizomponis, npasunio cymiwieti, Mampuys HCopCmKoChii,
MOOYIIb NPYHCHOCHI, MEMOO CKIHYEHHUX eNeMeHmis.
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